CITY OF LEBANON
HERITAGE COMMISSION
Purpose/Charge: The Commission is responsible for the

proper recognition, use and protection of resources,
tangible or intangible, primarily man-made, that are valued
for their historic, cultural, aesthetic or community
significance within their natural, built or cultural context.
Sample Recent & Current Activities:
•
•
•
•

Colburn Park Historic District Regulatory Reviews
Dana House Rehabilitation in West Lebanon
Replacement of Glenwood Cemetery Fountain
Review of City Arts, Culture and Design projects, e.g.,
Mall Tunnel Restoration
• Historic Water-Powered Mills of Lebanon Study
• West Lebanon Vision - Planning Charrette
• Black History Month 2020 Educational Programming

Lebanon Photo Gallery (Dottie Anderson)

Help Us to Preserve and Support What Makes Lebanon a Vibrant and Special Place!

FIRE DESTROYS
DOWNTOWN

Since 1879, the Lebanon Pharmacy (later McNeil's Drugstore) occupied various sites
on Hanover Street, which was a bustling commercial area extending from Colburn
Park to Hough Square by Sacred Heart Church. Other businesses lined the street
selling shoes, groceries, hardware and dry goods. Markets sold fish, oysters, fruit and
meat. The Great Fire of 1887 destroyed these. After tragedy struck again with the
fire of June 19, 1964, the southern section of Hanover Street was replaced with a
pedestrian mall. The Mall, dedicated in 1970, originally included a fountain and a
children's play area with two concrete creatures, a dolphin and a turtle. By 1990, the
fountain required major repairs and the Lebanon Garden Club planted it as an annual
flower bed for the next 24 years.

DANA HOUSE REHABILITATION
PROJECT PURPOSE. The Heritage Commission for is charged with the upkeep and
vision for the City's oldest residential building, the Dana House on Elm Street West in
West Lebanon, NH, with related objectives to:
1. Be a place to connect to Lebanon’s past;
2. Be a place to showcase early American architecture.
3. Be a seasonally available venue option in West Lebanon for our community to
gather for meetings, parties, re-enactments, and tours;
4. Be a regular part of Lebanon schools’ educational curriculum for grades studying
eighteenth century NH history, with student field trips to the House;
5. Provide a diversity of citizens (young and old) with opportunities to engage in
their community by volunteering and offering hours of service at a modest level;
6. Be the anchor site to characterize a proposed West Lebanon Historic District,
which would include Seminary Hill School and other historic village structures and
reinforce the neighborhood’s sense of identity; and
7. Unite community members around West Lebanon’s integral role in the City’s
past, fostering citywide collaboration and respect.

By Larry Howard

Dana House is not just the story about a building.
And a small relatively unimpressive one at that.
It tells us how the lives of Lebanonians were changing with the times.
Everyone’s lives were changing as American life was adapting
to the Industrial Revolution, the Civil War, the World Wars of
the 20th Century, and so on.
Robert Welsch

CITY OF FOUNTAINS
The Lebanon Heritage Commission's Fountain
Working Group (FWG) volunteers are dedicated to
reinstating Lebanon's reputation as “The City of
Fountains”. In 2015, the FWG re-established a
fountain on the Mall at the original site of one prior,
with a design incorporating dolphins and turtles to
commemorate the figures in the former Mall play
area. The FWG's current project will restore the
fountain in Glenwood Cemetery.

Lebanon Photo Gallery
(Nancy Peavey)

…AND A CITY ONCE POWERED BY
WATER MILLS ON THE MASCOMA RIVER
The 2017-2018 Mills of Lebanon Survey built a body of evidence related to the history
of pre-industrial water-powered mills at properties within City limits. The research
educates the public about the character of such resources, while future projects may
help to identify auxiliary resources of historic value, address opportunities for
archaeological research, and outline key recommendations for maintenance, repair,
preservation and recognition efforts at City-owned properties. Although not a
neighborhood per se, collectively these mills tell the story of Lebanon’s economic and
social development from its origins as an industrial manufacturing community before
the Civil War to a now vibrant technology, health care, and service-based economy.
Powerhouse Mall (fmr. Bennett Mill)

Most of the clues of our mill-filled past are subtle. One exception is the mill that was
located on the site of the current Powerhouse Mall in West Lebanon (shown in photo
at lower left; and grindstone below). In 1764, the town voted to help encourage the
construction of a grist mill by Mr. Jonathan Bennett at the mouth of the Mascoma
(near its confluence with the Connecticut River). This appears to be the first grist mill
here. After several owners, in January 1881, the mills burned; they were rebuilt with
some variation and remained in operation into the 20th century. Later it became the
site of the No. 4 Electrical Power Station, which opened in 1922. Some historic
buildings remain standing, but all of these appear to relate to the power station rather
than the earlier mills. Still, machinery and a grist stone have been incorporated into
the current design of the mall, and even the name “Powerhouse” is an homage to the
site’s history.

What do you know or
want to know about Lebanon’s past?
Contact us, learn more, and contribute!

….We Wish a Happy Fall-Winter 2019-20 to All ….
How to Get Involved
Lebanon’s Heritage Commission is an active group!
We meet the second Wednesday of every month at
7:00pm in City Hall. Contact: planning@lebanonnh.gov
Web: www.lebanonnh.gov/502/Heritage-Commission
Additional resources about Lebanon History:
Lebanon Historical Society (the source of some of the
images depicted in this kiosk)
Lebanon, NH in Pictures, 2 vols. Robert H. Leavitt. 1997.
Lebanon 1761-1994: The evolution of a resilient NH
city. Roger Carroll. 1994.

